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and will be unable to care for them at home.  It also places 
additional stress on the residential system that is not 
funded for daytime services.  (Amendment 177 by 
Representatives Scibak and Dwyer) 
 DESE-DDS Family Preservation Dollars - the House 
budget needs clarifying language to ensure that the 
Department of Education continues to support this cost-
effective program that helps families keep children at 
home.   Without this amendment 400 families will be at risk 
to lose this support.  (Amendment 624 by Representative 
Linsky) 
 Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC) 
Extended Employment - the House Budget further 
reduces support for people with multiple disabilities.  An 
additional 650 individuals would join hundreds of other 
people who have lost services over the past few years.  
(Amendment 757 by Representative Dykema) 
 Turning 22 Services - This account does not contain 
enough money to serve all those turning 22 this year and 
graduating from school to the adult system.  An additional 
$2.7 million dollars is needed to meet current needs.  
(Amendment 461 by Representative Sannicandro) 
 Maintaining the Human Services Workforce - Direct 
support professionals, struggling on low pay during the 
recession, deserve a pay increase.  We are urging the 
Legislature to appropriate $28 million in Salary Reserve to 
increase the pay of Direct Support Professionals.  
(Amendment 447,530 and 469 by Representatives Balser, 
Coakley-Rivera and Stanley) 
 
We are fortunate in Western Massachusetts that our 
legislators have usually responded to our pleas for help.  
Indeed, two of the western Massachusetts delegation are 
sponsors of two of the amendments (Representatives 
Scibak and Coakley-Rivera).  Please take a moment of 
your time and call or write your legislator and let them how 
important our work is.  You can also go directly to the 
website of one of our advocacy organizations: the 
Association of Developmental Disabilities Providers 
(ADDP) at www.addp.org or The Arc of Massachusetts at 
www.arcmass.org for more information and to send an 
email through their system. 
 

Let them hear your voice! 

 

  NEWS from the  
 Director’s Desk 
 

By Barbara T. Pilarcik, RN 
Executive Director 
 
 

 

INVESTING IN PEOPLE 
MAY 2010 

 

As this edition of our monthly newsletter goes to press, we 
are watching with great interest what is happening in 
Boston.  Our legislators are meeting to debate how the 
resources of this Commonwealth are used to meet the 
needs of those of us who live here.  Because the work of 
our agency would be impossible to fulfill through private 
donations, we are very dependent upon government 
contracts.  The process of determining how the tax dollars 
are spent is an annual spring ritual, made much more 
difficult this year due to the continued decline in state 
revenues.   
 
There are several amendments that are pending in the 
House of Representatives and successful passage of those 
amendments will make a big difference to the people we 
serve, their families and to all of us who work every day to 
make a difference in their lives.  Part of our work is on-
going advocacy and education of our representatives.  
There are many demands before legislators; our role is to 
help them understand the impact of their decisions and to 
speak for those who are unable to speak for themselves. 
 
The following amendments are currently being debated: 
 
 DDS Residential Services - the House budget did not 
incorporate $11 million in funding that had been added by 
the Governor.  As a result, over 150 people will lose their 
residential placements.  This will result in the closing of 25 
group home beginning July 1. (Amendment 563 by 
Representatives Peisch and McMurty) 
 DDS Employment and Day Services - the House 
budget reduces funding for this service.  Effective July 1, 
225 people will lose their services and ½ of the remaining 
providers of service will see their rates reduced.  This 
reduction impacts families: the average age of day service 
participants is over 40; their parents are 60-80 years old  
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LEE GROSSACK 
 

Lee Grossack was honored at the 
Holyoke/Chicopee Area Department 
of Developmental Services Citizen 
Advisory Board’s 8th Annual Com-
munity Celebration of Intellectual 
and Developmental Disabilities Month for his volun-
teer activities, on March 23rd. 

 

Lee was nominated by Lisa Mon-
tero.  Lisa’s nomination reads: 
 

“Lee is an excellent example of 
an individual that truly values 
the importance of volunteering 
and giving back to the commu-
nity in a selfless and generous 
manner.  Although Lee is gener-
ally shy in nature, he is lively 
and social when engrossed in a 

project within the community.  He is very captivated 
by his volunteer tasks, and he truly commits to the 
needs of others in a confident manner. 
 

Lee regularly volunteers at both Lupa Zoo in Ludlow 
and the Community Gardens in Belchertown.  Lupa Zoo 
is an excellent place for Lee because of his love for 
animals.  As part of his role as a volunteer at the zoo, 
Lee helps prepare the ‘snack bags’ for the animals 
that reside at the zoo.  He can always be relied on, 
and loves the opportunity to visit with the animals and 
other zoo volunteers. 
 

Lee also eagerly participated in the development of a 
garden at the Belchertown Community Garden.  Lee 
truly loves gardening and is very comfortable working 
with gardening tools to create and maintain a garden 
that any farmer would be proud to own.  Lee eagerly 
weeded and watered the garden.  He took great pride 
in picking the vegetables, sharing them with friends, 
and using them in cooking projects.  Lee was helpful to 
other farmers at the community garden by offering to 
help them water their plots.  It seems that Lee truly 
has a green thumb! 
 

Lee’s contributions have positively impacted the local 
community, and many people have benefitted from 
meeting Lee and working along side of him. 
 

Lee will receive citations from Senator Stephen 
Brewer and Representative Todd Smola.  

Congratulations, Lee!! 

Lee Grossack 

IMPORTANT REMINDER TO ALL EMPLOYEES 
PAID LEAVE CARRYOVER 

 

The Association provides regular full-time and part-time 
employees with paid time off. 
 

Did you know . . . you can view your accrual balance on your 
pay check? 
 

THE ASSOCIATION POLICY STATES: 
No more than 15 prorated days of paid leave may be 
carried over into the next fiscal year. 
Our fiscal year runs July 1st to June 30th. 
 

Examples: 
If you are scheduled to work 20 hours per week you 
cannot carry over more than 60 hours of paid leave on 
July 4, 2010. 
If you are scheduled to work 30 hours per week you 
cannot carry over more than 90 hours of paid leave on 
July 4, 2010. 
 

Employees are encouraged to take paid leave.  Please plan 
your time off accordingly, obtaining supervisor approval. 
 

Don’t get caught with  
too much time on the books! 

Pack Your Bags and  
Get Ready to Have Fun!! 

Save the Date . . .  
 

The Association’s 57th  
Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony   

 

Tuesday, June 15, 2010 
5:00 pm - Social Hour 

6:00 pm - Dinner 
 

The Log Cabin Banquet and  
Meeting House, Holyoke 

 
Invitations will be arriving soon 
PLEASE RSVP BY JUNE 9th CLICK HERE 

TO RETURN 
TO PAGE 1 



 

 

2009 
World Champions!! 
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 Unified Sports Program  
raises funds!! 

 
Thank you to all the parents and kids that participated in the 
Pancake Breakfast at Applebee’s on Sunday, April 11.  Unified 
Sports Program (USP) raised $1600.00 !!  The money will 
help continue to keep their programs free/low cost.  Most of 
all, the kids seemed to have a LOT of fun.  They worked really 
hard and represented USP so well.  Everyone should be so 
proud of them !!  USP heard from several people how they 
really enjoyed the kids serving, etc.  They were really cute and 
took their job responsibilities very seriously.  So thanks again 
for a successful fundraiser that everyone will benefit from ! 
 

YOU COULD WIN A PLASMA TV!! 
 

USP is now selling raffle tickets 
($5.00 ea.) for a 50” plasma TV.   

 If you would like to purchase tickets, 
please contact  

Steve (cberube1@comcast.net),  
Lisa (lisa.berube@hs.utc.com) or  

Mary Lou (nickdaddiomom@comcast.net) 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN ENROLLMENT & BENEFITS FAIR 
 

Open Enrollment:  May 10th - June 11th  
 

Once again, it’s open enrollment time for all of The 
Association’s benefit plans.  Packets with benefit information 
will be mailed to all employees, as it is important to The 
Association that every employee makes an educated 
decision about their benefits.  Also, we will be holding our 
annual Benefits Fair.  
 

Open enrollment is May  10th to June 11th to expedite new 
cards from our insurance carriers for the effective date of July 
1st. Health New England will continue to be the only carrier 
for health insurance, but it is a comprehensive and affordable 
plan with two options.  Delta Dental will remain our only 
carrier for dental insurance.  If you are currently enrolled in 
one of The Association’s health or dental plans and do not 
respond by June 11th , your plan will stay in effect for the next 
fiscal year (FY11).  If you would like to make a change 
(enroll, cancel coverage, add/delete dependents, etc), 
enrollment forms will be available in the Human Resources 
Department or you may contact our Benefits Manager at  
413-731-4574, and an enrollment form will be sent to you.  
Any changes must be received by June 11th.   
   

The Association’s Deductible Reimbursement Plan: The 
Association will reimburse employees for the last $250 of an 
incurred deductible up to a total of $250 per deductible.  The 
details of the deductible plan are in the “Deductible 
Reimbursement Plan” document you will receive in your 
benefits information packet. 
 

The Association appreciates all of its employees and prides 
itself on providing thoughtful, value added, employee 
benefits.  If you have any questions regarding benefits, open 
enrollment, or the Benefits Fair, please feel free to call the 
Human Resources Department at 413-732-0531.   
 

BENEFITS FAIR 
 
Friday, May 21, 2010  Wednesday, June 9, 2010 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm  2;00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Springfield Office  Greenfield Office  
One Carando Drive  101 Munson Street 
 

Stop by on one of these dates for the Benefits Fair where 
employees have the opportunity to discuss their benefit 

choices with all our current benefit carriers.  These 
people are available to answer any of your benefit 
questions.  Also at both Benefits Fairs, there will 
be raffle prizes and goodies to eat!  It is important 
to The Association that you have all the information 
you need to make these important decisions about 
your benefits.  Please take advantage of this 
valuable opportunity to acquire information 
pertaining to your personal benefits.  As always, if 
you’re unable to attend, contact the Human 
Resources department if you need any 
additional information to make your 
decision.      

 

Stephanie Fahey Ebony Jones 
Lena Holmes Joseph Pollard 
Michael Reed-Santiago Michael Rogan 
Tamika Smith Carolyne Bisia 
Casey Hebb Adolphus Christian 
Octavia Daniels Frances Scracello 
Christopher Dodge Amanda Messer 
Julie Morgan Sharon Enko 
James Chabot Mandy Bommarito 

CLICK HERE 
TO RETURN 
TO PAGE 1 



 

 

 
Looking For Submissions 

 

Is there an individual, staff or 
volunteer that you would like the 

readers of The Association 
Connection to get to know? 

 
If so, contact Tracy Romeo at  

413-732-0531 or 
romeot@theassn.org  

and they could be featured in an 
upcoming issue of the newsletter. 
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 Calendar of Events 
 

 “WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  
THE ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY LIVING”  
 

“What’s Up” in May 
 

Thursday, May 6 - Insight into Autism Spectrum Disorders, 
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm at Holyoke Community College - Kittredge 
Center.  For more information, contact Jason Litto at 
littoj@theassn.org.  
 

Friday, May 7, 14 and 28 - Family Fun Night, 5:00 pm - 7:00 
pm, at the Ludlow Community Center in Ludlow.  For 
information contact Andy Brower at 413-583-2072 or 
abrower@ludlowbgc.org. 
 

Saturday, May 8 - Berkshire Dinner Dance Fundraiser, 6:00  
pm - Cocktails; 7:00 pm - Dinner, at the Crowne Plaza in 
Pittsfield.  For information, contact Megan Sherman at 
shermanm@theassn.org.  
 

Sunday, May 9 - Dan Zanes in Concert with the Whole 
Children Community Chorus, 3:00 pm at First Churches in 
Northampton.  For information and tickets, contact Whole 
Children at www.wholechildren.org or 413-585-8010. 
 

Monday, May 10 - Agawam Public Library ASD Open House, 
6:30 pm at the Agawam Public Library.  For information, 
contact the Agawam Public Library at 413-789-1550. 
 

Saturday,  May 15 - Berkshire Sibshop Sports Day, 1:00 pm 
- 4:00 pm at the Dalton Community Recreation Association in 
Dalton.  For information, contact Megan Sherman at 
shermanm@theassn.org.  
  

Thursday, May 20 - Asperger’s 101, 6:00 pm -  8:00 pm at 
BCARC in Dalton.  For more information, contact Jason Litto 
at littoj@theassn.org.  
 
  
 

 
 
 

GAAAFSN Celebrates!! 
 

BOWLING  
The GAAAFSN program held a bowling party on 
Saturday, March 27 at Lucky Lanes in Athol.  Many 
individuals and families attended the event and 
had a great time.  Some individuals have even 
decided to start their own informal “bowling 
league” on their own! 
 
ANNUAL DINNER 
The GAAAFSN Advisory Board hosted their Annual 
Dinner on Friday, April 23.  There were many in 
attendance including Barbara Pilarcik, legislators, 
DDS staff, individuals and families we serve, as 
well as professionals in our community.  Senator 
Stephen M. Brewer was the recipient of the 
GAAAFSN Community Partnership Award and Dr. 
William Zimmer, Franklin/Hampshire Area Director 
at DDS was the recipient of the Innovation award.  
After the meeting and awards, a catered dinner 
was served.  A great evening was had by all. 
 
 
 

THINGS I LEARNED FROM MY MOTHER 
 

 My mother taught me to APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE. 
“If you’re going to kill each other, do it outside; I just finished 
cleaning.” 

 My mother taught me RELIGION. 
“You better pray that will come out of the carpet.” 

 My mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL. 
“I’m going to knock you into the middle of next week.” 

 My mother taught me LOGIC. 
“Because I said so, that’s why.” 

 My mother taught me MORE LOGIC. 
“If you fall out of that swing and break your neck, you’re not 
going to the store with me.” 

 My mother taught me FORESIGHT. 
“Make sure you war clean underwear, in case you’re in an 
accident.” 

 My mother taught me IRONY. 
“Keep crying and I’ll give you something to cry about.” 

 My mother taught me about the SCIENCE OF OSMOSIS. 
“Shut your mouth and eat your dinner.” 

 My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM. 
“Will you look at that dirt on the back of your neck!” 

 My mother taught me about STAMINA. 
“You’ll sit there until that spinach is gone.” 

 My mother taught me about WEATHER. 
“This room of yours looks as if a tornado went through it.” 

 My mother taught me about HYPOCRISY. 
“If I’ve told you once, I’ve told you a million times - don’t 
exaggerate!” 
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY !! 
 

CLICK HERE 
TO RETURN 
TO PAGE 1 
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Community Resources for People with Autism 
20th Annual Conference 

 

Community Resources for People with Autism’s 20th Annual Conference was a tremendous success!  400 family mem-
bers, teachers and professionals gathered at The Log Cabin in Holyoke to learn about the most current information and 
gain insight into those affected by autism. 
 
Brenda Smith Myles, PhD, spoke about the strategies for children and youth with an Autism Spectrum Disorder that can 
be used across school, home and the community.  Emphasis was placed on practical interventions that could be used by 
educators, parents and therapists who support individuals with autism. 
 
Valerie Paradiz, PhD, who has a son with autism and was diagnosed with Asperger syndrome as an adult, gave the au-
dience insight and strategies for giving children and adults with ASD safe forums for self-discovery, structured learning 
activities, and a cumulative understanding of the many faces of self-advocacy. 
 
Community Resources would like to extend a heart-felt thank you to their donors, sponsors and advertisers for their 
generous contributions and commitment to making this event so successful.  A very special thank you goes to Doug 
Cote (one of their “dads”) and Worldcolor for the beautiful brochures.  Dough put countless hours into laying out the 
brochure content and advertisements.  As they continue to grow as an organization, the partnerships Community Re-
sources has with their sponsors are vital to their success, and are truly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Award Recipients 
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Conference Brochure Sponsor 

 Worldcolor 
  

Breakfast Sponsor 
 Mercy Medical Center Blood Bank 

  
Speaker Sponsors 

 Radcliffe is the Reason and Arthur, Too. 
  

Parent Scholarship Sponsors 
 The Association For Community Living 

Yankee Candle Flagship 
  

Autism Awareness Item Sponsor 
 New England Business Associates 

  
  

  
Award Sponsor 
 Valley Marketing 

 
Signage Sponsor 

 Puffer Printing 
  

Table Sponsors 
 Hogan Communications 

The Log Cabin – Delaney House 
  

Raffle Item Donors 
 Autism Asperger Publishing 

Giving Greetings ~ Say It With Symbols 
Links for Luv 

Phase 5 Photography 
Springfield Jewish Community Center 

The Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation For Autism, Inc. 
Yankee Candle Flagship 

  
~ You Are There For Me ~ 

 Peter Casella 
(nominated by Jakey Connelly) 

  
~ Community Service ~ 

 Camp Nonotuck - Easthampton 
(nominated by Community Resources) 

  
~ Excellence in Education ~ 

 Mary Beth O’Neil 
(nominated by Liqin Ouyang and Qianyong Chen) 

   
  

  
~ Volunteer of the Year ~ 

 Betsy Benton 
Peter Benton 

Carrie Ann Lemelin 
Bill Loomis 

Moira Murphy 
Kelli Ann Ross 

Jill Scibelli 
Deena Shriver 

(nominated by Community Resources) 

CLICK HERE 
TO RETURN 
TO PAGE 1 



 

 

MMAYAY C CALENDARALENDAR  
Birthstone - Emerald 
National Barbeque Month 
National Mental Health Month 
National Military Appreciation Month 

 

1 May Day 
 Kentucky Derby 
2 World Laughter Day 
4 National Teacher Day 
5 Cinco de Mayo  
9 Mother’s Day 
15 Armed Forces Day 
 National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day 
23 World Turtle Day 
31 Memorial Day    
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Quote for the Month: 
When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would 
hope that I would have not a single bit of talent left and 
could say, "I used everything You gave me."  ~Erma Bombeck 

 
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via e-mail or  
have anything you’d like to share, 

please contact the newsletter editor at romeot@theassn.org . 

Secure the Future . . . join The Legacy Society 

The Legacy Society Members 
Securing the Future 

 

individuals and couples who have designated a planned gift 
 

Sidney and Pudsie Cooley* 
Nancy F. and Kenneth Robbins* 

Paul A. Tardif* 
Crawford and Ann G. Lincoln* 

Oscar and Ruth Seldin* 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Martin* 
Reverend Beverly L. Herbert* 
Donald J. and Merka Fletcher* 
David K. and Kathleen Scott* 

Cynthia St. George* 
Richard M. Niedel* 

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Levine* 
Paul E. and Charlotte C. Bureau* 

James and Regina Shriver* 
André and Karin Fafard* 

Robert and Wanda Fafard* 
Therese Fafard* 

Meyer Schoenberg* 
Michael J. Cooley 

*Charter Members 

Editor: Tracy Romeo 

Address Service Requested 
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