
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
August 1, 2009 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
Each year, Community Resources continues to support people with autism and their families.  Through services such as 
information and referrals, training and education, community inclusion programs, advocacy, and much more, we have 
seen many lives changed for the better. 
 
Let me share with you the story of James.  James was diagnosed at the age of 2 years old and faced many struggles in 
various aspects of his life. He was nonverbal until the age of 3, spoke only 15 words at the age of 4, was not potty 
trained until the age of 6, ate only 5 different types of foods, and had difficulties with social skills, transitions, fine 
motor skills and understanding the world around him. 
 
James was unable to drive by the store Target without beating his head until his family stopped to go inside.  He could 
not sit next to you on the couch and let you read a book to him.  James could not enter the kitchen while the rest of the 
family ate dinner because the smells bothered him so much they made him physically ill.  The list goes on and on. 
 
Today, James is an extremely happy, polite young boy, who enjoys interacting with his peers and often sitting down to 
dinner with his family. He is now able to go to restaurants and his siblings sporting events. He loves to cuddle on the 
couch with his family, and he even reads simple books to them!  It was only last week that he wrote and typed his first 
story.  His days are filled with laughter and love. 
 
James still needs to work on many things to help him become a fully included member of his community, but he is well 
on the road.  Today, he attends a public school in an inclusive classroom. This is due to the many hours educators and 
professionals have worked with James to address his challenges and highlight his strengths.  Community Resources has 
been an integral part in helping James and his families achieve these goals.   
 
Community Resources continues to work to help make a difference in the lives of people like James.  Each and every 
person affected by autism has reason to hope because services and supports can make a difference.  However, the
current financial crisis and state budget cuts have severely impacted Community Resources’ ability to provide 
families the services they need. The number of families seeking such services has doubled in the last four years; 
quadrupled in the last seven years.  Recent cuts of more than $200,000 in the Autism Specialty Program, a 57% cut, 
have eliminated direct in-home supports for families. 
 
Everyone has something to give to their families, to their friends, and to their communities.  You can make a difference 
in the life of a child with autism.  Please consider donating an auction item to Community Resources’ upcoming 
“Stepping Up and Stepping Out” fundraiser to be held on October 23, 2009. 
 
Sincerely, 

David I. Specht, PhD. 
Director 
 
For IRS purposes, Community Resources is a 501(c)(3) organization; tax identification number is 042210685. 

 






